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-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

THE REPLY FILED 06 April 2004 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 
Therefore, further action by the applicant is required to avoid abandonment of this application. A proper reply to a 
final rejection under 37 CFR 1.113 may only be either: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the application in 
condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114. 

PERIOD FOR REPLY [check either a) or b)] 

a) H The period for reply expires 3_months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) CU The period for reply expires on: (1 ) the mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later. In 

no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

ONLY CHECK THIS BOX WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 

706.07(f). 

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate extension 
fee have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension 
fee under 37 CFR 1 .17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally set in the final Office action; or 
(2) as set forth in (b) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the final rejection, even if 
timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

1 A Notice of Appeal was filed on 10 May 2004 . Appellant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 
37 CFR 1.192(a), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1.191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 

2.n The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

(a) □ they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) □ they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

(c) □ they are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the 

issues for appeal; and/or 

(d) □ they present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE; . 

3 Q Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 

4. n Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment 

canceling the non-allowable claim(s), 

5. ^ The a)n affidavit, b)n exhibit, or c)^ request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the 

application in condition for allowance because: See Continuation Sheet 

6. n The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be considered because it is not directed SOLELY to issues which were newly 

raised by the Examiner in the final rejection. 

7. n For purposes of Appeal, the proposed amendment(s) a)n will not be entered or b)n will be entered and an 

explanation of how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 

The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 



Claim(s) rejected: 1-3,5,7-12.14-17,19 and 20 . 
Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: 



8. n The drawing correction filed on is a)n approved or b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

9. n Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s)( PTO-1449) Paper No(s). . 

10. ^ Other: See Continuation Sheet 
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Continuation of 5. does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: While the applicant's argument was considered, 
that the cited prior art does not teach a loadport for a semiconductor fabrication equipment and also does not teach a closed-loop feed 
back control system, the claimed limitations were in fact found it the cited references. Cheng and JP '285 both clearly state in the abtract 
sections as well as elsewhere, that the loadports are used for wafers (substrates) and are involved with processing of wafers (substrates). 
Wafers and substrates are known semiconductors and are used in semiconductor equipment. Mori (columns 1-2), and JP '172 (solution 
section) teach the limitations of the claims with regards to process control through interaction between distance sensors and a pre-stored 
datum resulting in adjustment of the platform . 

Continuation of 10. Other: Attached copy of previously sent PTO-152 (Notice of Informal Application). 



2 




y(pPUCATX3NNUUBCR FtMODATC 



UNITED states:. PARTMEIUT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Offico 

Address: COMMtSSIONEB OF PATCNT8 AND TRADEMARKS 
WssMngion, D.C. -e0231 

ATTY DOCKET KO/mU 



HR8TMAMEDAPRXAMT 



DATE MAILED: 

NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION 

(AlUchroea( to Ofn» Action) 

This application does not conform with the rules governing application^ for the reasonCs) checked 
below. The period within which to correct these requirements and avoid abandonment is set in 
the accompanying OGBee action. 

A, A new oath or dedaration, identi|ySng this application bjr the application nuinl^ and filing date is 
Toquired. The oath or dedaratioa does not comply with 37 CFR 1.63 in that ifc 

1. □ does noj identify the dty and state or foreign country of residence of each inventor. 

2. □ does not ideoUfy the citizenship of each inventor. 

3. □ does not state whether the inventor is a sole or joint inventor. 

4. □ does not state that the person making the oath or declaration: 

a. □ has reviewed and understands the contents of the specification, including the 

claims^ as amended by any amendment speciHcally referred to in the oath or 
declaration. 

b. P believes the named inventoKtor inventors to be the original and fijst inventor or 

inventors of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought. 

c. □ acknowledges the duty to disclose information which is material to the examination 

of the application in accordance with 37 CFR l^(a). 

5. □ does not ideotify the foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate on which 

priority is claimed pursuant to 37 CFR 1^, and any foreign application having a filing 
date before that of the application on which priority is claimed, by specifying the 
application serial number* country, day, xoonth, and year of its iDing. 

6. □ does iu>t state that the person making the oath or declaration acknowledges the duty to 

disclose materia} information as defmed in 37 CFR 1.56(a) which occurred between 
the filitig date of the prior application and filing date of the contmustioii*in*part 
application which discloses and claims subject matter in addition to that disclosed in 
the prior appIicaUon (37 CFR 1.63(d)). . 

7. □ does not include the date of execution. 

8. □ does iu>t use permanent ink. or its equivalent in quality, eis required under 37 CFR 

1.52(a). > 

y . 9yW contains non-initial^ alterations (See 37 CFR l-52(c)).^jjj^ ^^Jj^-^fei^ /C'<.*^tt<4 ^^^^ . 

10. □ OthcK ^ 



B. Applicant is required/b> provide: ' 

1. □ A statement signed by applicant giving his or her complete name. A full name must 

include at least one given name without abbreviation as required by 37 CFR l*41(a). , 

2. □ Proof of authority of the legal representative under 37 CFR 1.44. 
. 3. □ An abstract in compliance with 37 CFR 1.72(fa). 

4. □ A statement signed by applicant giving his or her complete post office address (37 CFR 
1.33(a)). 

6. □ A copy of the specification written, typed, or printed m permanent ink, or its equrvalent in 
quality as required by 37 CFR 1.52(a). 

6. □ Othen 
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